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Kia Ora whānau! 

Thank you for participating in the recent whānau conferences. I trust that the discussions were both informative and meaningful. We 
strongly believe that collaborating with you is the best way to create positive opportunities for your tamariki. If there are any further 
questions or topics you would like to discuss, please don't hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher. 

You might have heard about the Education Review Office or ERO, in the news recently, as several national reports on education have 
been released over the past few months. The ERO plays a vital role in monitoring New Zealand’s education system. They evaluate and 
report on the education and care of learners in schools and across the education system as a whole. 

We have been working with our ERO reviewer, Carol Stoney, for the past two years. This partnership has involved regular meetings to 
set goals and review our kura’s (school’s) progress. You can view our goals and strengths in our 2022 Profile Report on the ERO 
website (click here to follow the link). 

To conclude the current review cycle, Carol will be visiting our school on the 18th and 19th of June 2024 to gain insights into our 
practices and performance. During her visit, Carol will spend time in classrooms, engage with teachers, senior leadership, and our 
School Board. The focus will be on observing teaching and learning practices, assessing student well-being, and evaluating our overall 
school performance. 

These visits are not just about evaluation; they are about collaboration and growth. We see ERO's feedback as an opportunity to 
reflect on our strengths and identify areas for improvement, and ultimately enhance the educational experience we provide your 
tamariki. 

At the conclusion of the visit, Carol will work with the School Board and Senior Leadership Team to draft our Whenuapai Evaluation 
Report. This report will be peer-reviewed by ERO before being released to the school board and community. We look forward to the 
feedback, which will help us recognise our good performance but also, and more importantly, it will  guide us in the right direction for 
further improvements. After all, this is the only way we can continue to provide the best for our students / your tamariki. 

Illness, Sickness, Under the Weather, Being Unwell, COVID - whatever you want to call it - is on the rise, so much so that there are 
news articles being written about it. Last term, our attendance was 90.2%, with 3.9% of absences due to illness. This term, our 
attendance is currently 85.8%, with 4.9% of absences due to illness. The medical conditions that are increasing include: 

• Vomiting/diarrhea 
• Flu symptoms: high temperatures, head colds, fatigue 
• Coughing 

The illnesses are not limited to the tamariki. There has also been a marked increase in staff and relief teacher illness as well. When a 
staff member is away, we follow the steps below: 

1. Contact our pool of relievers via email / phone. 
2. Advertise the position on Staff Sync - an app that advertises the positions across Auckland. 
3. Reorganise Team Leader or Teacher Release to use the released teacher as a reliever. 
4. If possible, have Senior Leaders take over the class. 
5. Split the class across the Year team. 
6. Split the class across the school. 

Other schools are facing similar issues with staff and tamariki absences, placing considerable pressure on available relievers and 
resulting in us having to use steps 5 and 6—splitting classes. We thank you for your understanding as we navigate the winter months. 

The Government is actively trying to increase attendance and has released guidelines on knowing if your child is well enough to go to 
school — guidance for parents and caregivers. We know that school attendance helps students to achieve and be successful and we 
constantly work hard to support all learners to attend and make school a desirable place to be. But we are also having to walk a 
tightrope between attendance and being healthy. You can support your tamariki and us by having a read of and following the 
Government and Te Whatu Ora Health New Zealand guidelines. 

Thank you for your ongoing partnership. 

Ngā mihi, Adam Cels 

 

Whenuapai School 
Airport Road, Auckland 
New Zealand
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Dates for your diary …. 

Wednesday – 22 May 
6.00pm Board Meeting 

Wednesday – 19 June 
6.00pm Board Meeting 

Thursday – 23 May 
National Young Leaders Day 

Friday – 28 June  
Matariki – School Closed 

Friday – 24 May 
Massey High School – Year 8 Day 

Tuesday – 02 July 
School Production – Matinee 
School Production – Evening Show 

Monday – 27 May  
AIMS Movie Fundraiser 

Wednesday – 03 July 
School Production – Matinee 
School Production – Evening Show 

Tuesday – 28 May 
Year 7/8 – NW Basketball 

Friday – 05 July  
Last day of Term 2 

Thursday – 30 May  
4.30-6.00pm Junior Neon Disco 
6.30-8.00pm Senior Neon Disco 

Monday – 22 July 
First Day of Term 3 

Monday – 03 June 
Kings Birthday - School Closed 

Friday – 25 October 
Teacher Only Day – School Closed 

Tuesday – 04 June 
Teacher Only Day - School Closed 

Monday – 28 October 
Labour Day – School Closed 

 

 

  AIMS Games - Movie Fundraiser 

Join us for a night at the movies... 

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE TICKETS 

• Movie: IF  
• Date & Time: 6.30pm - Mon, 27 May 24  
• Location: Events Cinema Westgate  
• Cost: $25.00 (movie ticket & popcorn)  

Raising money to get our amazing students to AIMS. 

 
 

 

Friday Treat for 24 May 2024 

Live on Kindo now 

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE 

This week’s Friday Treat is Trident Chicken Noodles 
Cups and Chicken Pho Noodles (GF option). 

• Cost - $3.00 
• Chicken flavour (Regular and GF available) 
• Sales close at 5pm on Thursday 23rd 
• Available at the Senior and Junior Campus. 
• Please BYO Fork  

 

 
 

Huge thank you to our amazing FOW Team! 
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SPORT 
North Harbour Harcourts and Co Rippa Rugby – Massey Rugby Club 

The inaugural Rippa Rugby competition for Whenuapai School's Year 3-6 students took place on Thursday, 
16th May 2024. The event was hosted at Moire Park, with students traveling by bus to and from the venue. 
Despite the variable weather, which included wind, rain, and occasional sunshine, Whenuapai students and 
supporters showed great resilience. All five Whenuapai teams played exceptionally well. 

The school fielded three Year 5-6 teams and two Year 3-4 teams, comprising both boys and girls. Throughout 
the tournament, our students worked hard to develop and demonstrate our school values. It was heartening 
to see the support among team members, as well as the teamwork and positive relationships formed with 
each other and with other teams. 

Notable improvements were observed in how the teams utilised space and moved the ball through effective 
passing. Our players new to the sport have shown remarkable progress in their understanding and application 
of the game's principles. Their strong commitment to improving is truly exciting to see. 

We are looking forward to the next tournament on Thursday, 1st August 2024. 

Special thanks to all the parents who organised and prepared their children for the event. A heartfelt thank 
you to the team leaders for their incredible efforts, and to all the parents who pitched in to help on the day. 
Your support is invaluable and greatly appreciated by both the students and the school. 

Lastly, a big cheer and thank you to all the students. You made the day fantastic, and you should be proud of 
your achievements! 

 

Whenuapai School Flippa Ball Update 
The Whenuapai Orions are actively participating in the North Harbour Flippa Ball League, with games held at AUT 
Millennium on Sunday afternoons. The team primarily consists of Year 4 and 5 students. To enhance their skills and 
boost confidence, we have introduced training sessions on alternate weeks. In Term 1, we finished second in our 
grade after a thrilling 4-3 victory against the formidable Hauraki Megalodons.  

With this success, we moved up a grade for Term 2, and the team has made an impressive start, winning all three 
games so far. In week 1, we defeated Forest Hill Taniwhas 5-1. In week 2, we secured an easy win against 
Campbells Bay Silver with a 7-0 score and in week 3, we overpowered the Browns Bay Sharks with a commanding 
10-0 victory. 

We are incredibly proud of the team, not just for their victories, but for their 
exceptional teamwork and sportsmanship. We look forward to continued 
success for the Whenuapai Orions throughout the rest of the season. In our 
next newsletter update, we will be introducing the players on the team. 

*We are looking to recruit a few more players from Year 3 to Year 6 so we 
can enter another team in Term 3. Feel free to reach out.  
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Music Lessons at Whenuapai School 
Visit: https://musiqhub.co.nz/ 

 
For more information, contact: 
Gloria Arboleda Martinez 
0274 422 654 
Gloria.arboleda@musiqhub.co.nz 

 
 

For our Policies and Procedures please visit  
SchoolDocs at: www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the content on this site is 
the copyright of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be reproduced 

without written permission from SchoolDocs. 
 

 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

2024 Parent 
Handbook 

There is a Parent Handbook 
available on our school 

website with lots of useful 
information. 

You can check it out by 
clicking on the following link: 
https://www.whenuapai.sch
ool.nz/information/general-

admin/ 

 

School Notices: 
Staff Professional Development 
Staff professional development is crucial for enhancing teaching 
practices. Thank you to all teachers and support staff for renewing 
their first aid certificates last week. 

We have now commenced our whole school staff professional development program for reading instruction, in 
partnership with Massey University. This comprehensive program spans 80 hours of learning spread throughout the 
year. Our inaugural session was both engaging and focused on the teaching of letter sound acquisition and 
reading/spelling rules. 

 

 
 

 
 

63 Brigham Creek Road 

 

 

 

 

To secure a spot or ask 
any questions please 

contact  
Paul Barry: 

paul.barry@musiqhub.co.nz 

 

 
 
Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

Massey High School 

Open Night 

Monday, 10th June 24 

• 3.30-5.30pm or 

• 6.30 to 8.30pm 

Meet in the 
Bruce Ritchie 
Performing 
Arts Centre 
for the 
Principal’s 
address. 
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General Notices: 
 
 
 
 

Staff Professional Development 
Staff professional development is crucial for enhancing teaching practices.  
Thank you to all teachers for renewing their first aid certificates last week. 
We have started our whole school staff professional development for the teaching of reading. We are working with 
Massey University. The contract is for 80 hours of learning spread throughout the year. The first session was a 
great sound focused on the teaching of letter sound acquisition and reading / spelling rules. 
 

                                                                      

Scholastics 
Book Club 

Issue 3 out now! 
 

CLICK HERE 
TO ORDER ONLINE 
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